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1. How shoppers discover fashion brands

Fashion is bought with the heart and justified with the head. A shopper sees something they love, then checks the price,

the fit, the reviews and the returns policy before they commit. Both halves matter, and most brands are stronger at one

than the other.

Discovery now happens almost everywhere at once. Shoppers find new brands in Instagram and TikTok feeds, through

creators they follow, in Google Shopping results and, increasingly, by asking AI assistants such as ChatGPT or Google's

AI Mode for product suggestions. Many then visit a store, a friend's recommendation or your website several times

before buying.

The short version: brand desirability and performance marketing are not separate jobs. The brands that grow

build desire with a steady flow of great content, then make it easy to find, trust and buy the product at full price.
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What shoppers are weighing up

Every fashion purchase balances emotion and practicality. Your marketing and your website need to answer both sides,

quickly and visually.

Where shoppers look

Shoppers move between channels constantly, so no single channel makes the sale on its own. The brands that grow are

visible, consistent and recognisable everywhere shoppers look.

CHANNEL WHAT  SHOPPERS  USE  IT  FOR

Instagram and TikTok Discovering brands, seeing products styled and worn, and getting a feel for the brand's world.

Creators Trusted styling ideas and honest opinions on fit, quality and value.

Google and Shopping Searching for specific products, styles, occasions and prices, and comparing options.

AI shopping assistants Asking for suggestions, such as "linen dresses for a summer wedding under $300".

Your website The deciding resource. Shoppers judge imagery, fit details, reviews and how easy it is to buy.

Email and SMS Hearing first about new drops, restocks and events from brands they already like.

Stores Trying on, feeling the fabric and building a relationship with the brand.

2. The shopper journey, stage by stage

Mapping the journey shows what shoppers need from you at each point, which channels matter, and what to measure.

Discover

Noticing the brand

Desire

Following and saving

Decide

Checking fit and
details

Buy

First order placed

Return

Buying again
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Desire. Does it look good, does it feel like me, and would people I admire wear it? Visual content, creators and

community answer this.

Confidence. Will it fit, how does the fabric feel, what do other buyers say? Fit guides, model details and reviews

answer this.

Risk. What if it's wrong? Clear delivery, returns and exchange information removes the last reason to wait.
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STAGE WHAT  SHOPPERS  NEED KEY  CHANNELS MEASURE

Discover Distinctive, thumb-stopping content that shows the

product and the brand's personality.

Meta, TikTok, creators, AI

search

Reach, new visitors,

branded searches

Desire A reason to follow, save or subscribe, and to come back

for the next drop.

Social, email sign-up,

remarketing

Followers, subscribers,

saves

Decide Clear fit guidance, fabric details, reviews, delivery and

returns information.

Website, Google

Shopping, reviews

Add to cart, product page

conversion

Buy A fast, simple checkout with the payment and delivery

options they expect.

Website, email and SMS

flows

Orders, conversion rate,

returns rate

Return A great first experience, then early access, styling ideas

and reasons to shop again.

Email, SMS, social, stores Repeat purchase rate,

customer value

3. Five foundations of fashion growth

Before adding more campaigns or budget, make sure these five foundations are in place. Each one makes every other

channel work harder.

01 A steady creative cadence

Plan a regular flow of content rather than a few big shoots a season. Mix polished campaign imagery with product

close-ups, styling videos, creator content and real customers. Test new ideas on Meta every week or two and give

budget to what works.

02 Product pages that answer fit and returns

Show the product from every angle and on different bodies. Include size guides, model measurements, fabric and care

details, reviews and a plain-English returns policy. Fewer doubts means more sales and fewer returns.

03 Clean product data for Shopping and AI

Your product feed drives Google Shopping and helps AI assistants understand what you sell. Use descriptive titles with

style, colour, material and fit, accurate categories, good images and product schema on your site.

04 An owned audience on email and SMS

Capture subscribers on every visit and set up core flows: welcome, browse and cart abandonment, post-purchase and

win-back. Your list is the audience you don't pay to reach each time you launch.

05 Measurement beyond the last click

Track revenue, margin and repeat purchase, not just return on ad spend. Watch branded search, new versus returning

customers and full-price sell-through so you can see whether the brand is growing, not just the ads.
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4. A 12-month drop and collection calendar

Fashion marketing works best as an always-on presence with planned peaks around each drop. Adapt this outline to your

own collections, seasons and key trading dates.

ALWAYS  ON  ·  ALL  YEAR

Fresh social and creator content, prospecting and remarketing on Meta, Google Shopping and brand search, SEO for

collection and product pages, and core email and SMS flows.

4–6  WEEKS  BEFORE  EACH  DROP

Plan the story, shoot content and brief creators. Build launch landing pages, update the product feed and grow your

waitlist with early-access sign-ups.

LAUNCH  WEEK

Email and SMS to subscribers first, then social, creator posts and paid campaigns. Watch what sells and move budget

to the products and creative that respond.

2–6  WEEKS  AFTER  LAUNCH

Keep momentum with styling content, reviews and customer photos. Remarket to browsers and cart abandoners and

promote restocks and best sellers.

KEY  TRADING  PER IODS

Plan Black Friday, Christmas, Mother's Day and end-of-season sales well ahead. Decide what will and won't be

discounted, and lead with gifting and new arrivals where you can.

END  OF  EACH  SEASON

Review sell-through, margin, returns and repeat purchase by product and channel. Carry the best creative and

audiences into the next collection and set the next season's plan.

5. Protecting full-price sell-through

Discounting can hit a target this week and hurt the brand for years. Customers learn to wait, margins shrink and full-price

drops struggle. The fix is building demand before you need it.
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Give your community first access. Waitlists, early access and member-only previews reward loyalty without lowering

the price.

Sell the story, not the saving. Show how pieces are made, styled and worn. Desire is what keeps people paying full

price.

Plan promotions deliberately. Set a promotional calendar for the year, limit sales to specific products or moments, and

avoid reacting to every slow week.

Reduce returns at the source. Better fit information and imagery protect margin as much as any discount decision.
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6. Measuring what matters

Ad platforms report on their own results, and they often claim the same sale. Focus on a small set of metrics that show

whether the whole brand is growing profitably.

METR IC WHY  IT  MATTERS

Revenue and contribution margin Shows whether growth is profitable after ad spend, discounts and returns.

New versus returning customers Tells you if you're reaching new people or just re-selling to existing fans.

Full-price sell-through How much of each collection sells before markdown. A clear sign of brand strength.

Returns rate by product Highlights fit or expectation problems that product pages can fix.

Repeat purchase rate and customer value The long-term measure of a healthy brand and loyal community.

Branded search and AI mentions Early signs that awareness and desirability are growing.

Tip: add a simple "How did you hear about us?" question at checkout. Combined with platform data, it shows the

impact of creators, word of mouth and social that last-click reporting misses.

7. The 20-point fashion growth checklist

Work through this list. Anything you can't tick is an opportunity.

CHECK AREA

1 Every product page has a size guide and model measurements Website

2 Returns and delivery information is clear on product pages Website

3 Reviews and customer photos appear on product pages Website

4 The store is fast and easy to buy from on mobile Website

5 Collection pages have useful copy and rank for key searches Search

6 Product titles include style, colour, material and fit Search & AI
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CHECK AREA

7 Your product feed is approved and error-free in Merchant Center Search & AI

8 Product and organisation schema are on your key pages Search & AI

9 You've checked how AI assistants describe and recommend your brand AI

10 New ad creative is tested on Meta at least every two weeks Creative

11 Creator and customer content is part of the regular mix Creative

12 Every drop has a plan for before, during and after launch Campaigns

13 Remarketing reaches browsers and cart abandoners Campaigns

14 Promotions follow a planned calendar, not weekly reactions Campaigns

15 Email and SMS sign-up is offered on every visit Email & SMS

16 Welcome, abandonment, post-purchase and win-back flows are live Email & SMS

17 Subscribers hear about new drops before anyone else Email & SMS

18 Revenue and margin are tracked after discounts and returns Measurement

19 New versus returning customers are reported each month Measurement

20 Sell-through and returns are reviewed after every collection Measurement

WORK  W ITH  BASE  DIG ITAL

Want to know where your brand stands?

Base Digital is an independent, owner-led Brisbane digital marketing agency. We've helped fashion and

lifestyle brands build desire, launch collections and grow online sales and repeat customers. We'll review your

brand against this checklist and show you the biggest opportunities for your next season, with no lock-in

contracts and no hard sell.

calendly.com/base-digital hello@basedigital.com.au 0401 048 471 36 Warry Street, Fortitude Valley QLD
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